Comments on using the CAT PAT assessment rubric
In General  
· Most of the PAT should be done at school under teacher supervision. 

· The PAT is a structured way of doing meaningful research in the age of information glut.

· It is mainly formative in the early stages, and then becomes summative.

· Learners must create folders into which to put their information and documents for the PAT
· In the assessment there are no half marks – it is what is indicated!
· Learners are encouraged to assess themselves on the assessment sheet in order to force them to read the assessment criteria.

· If something is missing it deserves a 0.  That was left out of the assessment tool but that is obvious!
Look at the document and the numbers on it

Phase 1
· The learners’ work for this phase should be saved on CD for moderation.

· This phase is formative.

· May need to change and improve questions in the next phase.

· Thought – Maybe Phase 1 and Phase 2 task 1 should be joined.
	1
	I will investigate the problem of ………. in my community/area/town of …………. and provide solutions in a report document and present the findings in a PowerPoint presentation.  Learner must describe exactly what is going to be done!

	3
	Must be at least 20.  20 is the focus – not the quality.  It is to ‘help’ solve the problem – that ‘help’ is in the learners’ opinion.

	4
	‘All’ the questions are relevant to the topic – ‘All’ in the teacher’s opinion

	5
	There is no mark for the correctness of the labeling.  

	6
	There must be one at each level.  That is all.

	8
	Sources of information are supplied for ‘each’ question.  It does not ask if the sources are good or not, just supplied for every question.  

	10
	For ‘each’ question – Does not ask if the reasoning is correct or not.  Has the learner thought about why he is asking the question?

	11
	The criteria indicates free of ‘typing’ errors – the document must be typed if he/she wants that mark


Phase 2

· This phase focuses on finding information and planning the final report/solution.  Nothing has to be processed.  Just information collected.
· Suggest that each learner have a paper folder and an electronic folder in which to store information collected.

	2
	Evidence of interviews conducted – use cell phones, tape recorders, etc. to collect evidence of interviews conducted OR after the interview make a summary and ask the interviewee to sign the correctness of the interview

	3
	Highlighted/marked/cross-referenced/annotated/linked – use any method to sort/organize all information collected.  You can use koki, paper clips, colour, drawing, hyperlinks, etc. to sort and group the information.  Can be in paper or digital format.

	4
	Trustworthiness of different ‘types’ – not for every question, but for every ‘type’ of information.  So one must look at reliability, accuracy, up-to-dateness, i.e. of the different types for trustworthiness

	6-16
	Look at if it was done, not correctness of it.

	6
	All the headings of the whole report must be decided on.  Document plans what the report is going to be – what is going to be under each and every heading – a description, explanation, etc.  Suggest you using styles. i.e. heading 1, heading 2, etc.  The whole focus is the planning.  It needs to be thought through.

	10
	Here you must indicate in your ‘plan’ that you will display the results in a graph, created in a spreadsheet, with data analysed in a database, or whatever.  Planning needs to be done on how and where you can analyse the information to achieve the required results.  Planning must be done before work is done.


Phase 3 

· In this phase one looks at the quality of what has been done.  

· This phase also includes use of the fourth package, e.g. FrontPage, Publisher and/or PowerPoint.  This is the only place in the whole of the 3-year course where they it is externally assessed.  

· The work is finally printed and submitted.

	3
	This is in the section on spreadsheets therefore, the work which has been integrated with it, is ‘in’ the spreadsheet.

	10
	This is in the section on databases therefore, the work which has been integrated with it, is ‘in’ the database.

	11-18
	Look at the words meaningful, appropriate, clearly states, relevant, etc.  Here one is looking for quality.

	23
	Phew!  So few marks for such difficult things!  I do not believe that anybody is really able to get these marks as so few people can site correctly!

	28
	Learners must list what extra things they used – here.

	29-45
	You can decide on your purpose for the package within the solution finding / presenting a solution.  The PowerPoint shown to the council does not need all the features listed in 29-45, but you need them so maybe another PowerPoint is needed to demonstrate something else or …


